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Early Mexican imports exceed expectations, but lighter June-July expected

By TimM LINDEN

As of late May, imports of Mexican
mangos into the United States were way
above typical for the time of year and
were far exceeding expectations.

On May 24, 2009, with the season a
bit more than one-third complete,
almost 22 million cartons of mangos
had been shipped into the United
States over the preceding three months.
That represented more than a 30 per-
cent gain over last year, when 15.2 mil-
lion cartons had been shipped by that
date. The high-water mark over the pre-
vious four years for the same time peri-
od was in 2006 and 2007, when 16.4
million cartons had been shipped by
that date.

According to daily shipment figures
compiled by EMEX, a Mexican trade
association that tracks these numbers,
the season got off to a quick start and
has stayed in the fast lane throughout
March, April and May. By the end of
March, about 7.5 million cartons had
been sent to the United States com-
pared to 4.5 million in 2008, which was
right at the four-year average. Those
end-of-March figures represented a 66

percent increase in volume during the
first month or so of the season.

By the end of April, the total volume
approached 15.4 million cartons,
which was 4.3 million cartons greater
than the previous year, though the per-
centage of increase had slowed. Look-
ing at April, the import figures showed
that the volume that month
approached 8 million cartons com-
pared to 6.7 million cartons during

April of 2008. That still equated to a
hefty increase of about 20 percent for
the month of April over the previous

year.

For the first three-and-a-half weeks
of May this year, importers once again
had gone to the whip. During that peri-
od, shipments topped 6.3 million car-
tons. In 2008, May shipments during
that same time period came in at about

Continued on page 42

Early Mexican imports exceed expectations, but lighter June-July expected

Continued from page 34 ————Mango Board, said that pre-

4.1 million cartons. So May
shipments for this season were
running about 50 percent
greater than last year.

The early volume has baf-
fled many of the U.S.
importers. “I'm not sure how
we can explain that,” said Larry
Nienkerk, manager of Splendid
Products in Burlingame, CA.

He said that pre-season indi-
cations were that Mexico was
going to have a lighter-than-
usual crop. “As we move from
district to district, we have been
hearing all year that supplies
are supposed to be down. I do
not know if it is disingenuous
or if they just don’t know what
they are doing in their projec-
tion programs. Either way, we
have to come up with a more
accurate way of estimating the
crop on the trees.”

Mr. Nienkerk, who is a
member of the National

season crop and shipment esti-
mates are important because
they are what the board uses to
set its budgets. U.S. distributors
also use them to establish pro-
motion programs with retail-
ers.
Mr. Nienkerk said that the
board cut its budget this year
and now there are surplus
funds as many more mangos
have come into the United
States than expected. “That is
certainly a better problem than
the reverse, but we have cut
some programs that we didn’t
have to cut.”

In addition, he said that
some promotion opportunities
have been lost. “I've turned
down some promotion oppor-
tunities just over the last two-
and-a-half weeks because the
volume was supposed to start
to slow down by now. But here
we are in late May, and there is

plenty of fruit” to support
those promotions.

As Mr. Nienkerk is watching
the season move into June and
July, he is again hearing that
supplies are going to be light.
And, in fact, half-a-dozen
importers said the same thing.

“We expect a considerable
decrease in volume,” said Bill
Vogel, president of Tavilla Sales
Co. of Los  Angeles.
“Michoacdn [Mexico] is wrap-
ping up [the week of May 29],
and the Tommy Atkins out of
Nayarit [Mexico| are running
late. Sinaloa is also supposed
to be late and light.”

Mr. Vogel did make a dis-
tinction between the yellow
and red fruit that will be avail-
able throughout June. He said
that the yellow varieties —
mostly Ataulfo — should be in
fairly good supplies, while reds
will be light.

Chris Ciruli, chief operating

officer of Ciruli Bros. LLC in
Nogales, AZ, also indicated
light supplies in early June.
“The early part of the season
was very good to us, but we
will be closing a packingshed
[at the end of May|, and the
next area is running about two
to three weeks later than nor-
mal. Nayarit is going to have a
significant drop in volume.”

Mr. Ciruli said that the com-
pany has opened its Nayarit
packingshed but is only averag-
ing one load a day compared
to four or five a day last year at
the same time. Like others, he
said that the culprit is just a
lack of fruit on the trees. The
first bloom was very light,
which results in a smaller crop,
he said.

However, Mr. Ciruli added
that there was the potential for
increased volume from these
trees as the season wears on.
He explained that the early sea-

son produced much greater-
than-anticipated supplies
largely because the growers got
a late bloom and were able to
go into most groves for a third
picking. “Right now, it is hard
to predict if we are going to get
a crop [from these more north-
ern trees] in August. We've only
been able to pick fruit in one
August [from these currently
producing trees] over the last
six years. That would make a
big difference. If you can get a
third pick, you can get some
significant numbers.”

Ronnie Cohen of Vision
Import Group in River Edge,
NJ, said that everything he
hears points to low volume
during the early part of the
summer. “I was in Nayarit and
Sinaloa about six weeks ago,
and there is very little fruit on
the trees ... next to nothing.
There is going to be some
Ataulfos, but not very many






